During the Civil War, each battle flag was carried on a long wooden pole, called
a staff. Infantry staffs were called “pikes” and by regulation measured nine feet
ten inches in length, including the decorative element, or finial, at the end of the
staff. Such tall staffs were necessary to carry the huge six-by-six-and-one-half
foot infantry flags high enough to be seen during battle or on march. Cavalry
flag staffs were called “lances” and measured only nine feet long. Cavalry flags
were much smaller than infantry flags and the shorter staffs were easier to carry
on horseback. Flags were attached to staffs by nails, making it harder to lose
them during battle.

The staffs displayed here stand in back of the flags they once carried. Evidence
of battle damage and hard use may be seen where staffs were cracked by bullets
and hastily repaired. After the war, all of the staffs were cut down to about eight
feet to fit display cases in the state capitol. There the flags hung from their staffs
for decades until they were removed to ensure their preservation. The flags were
carefully removed from their staffs. Today both are being preserved although
the flags are too fragile to fly or hang from their staffs again.



